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New geo-ethnic dimension of Jewish historiography in Ukraine

Virtual and Real History

· Historiographical puzzle and need of a modernised approach in relation to writing of history of East Galician, Bukovinian, Podolian, Volhynian and South Russian Jewry in modern Ukrainian framework of these lands.

· Shortcuts and achievements of  Polish Jewish historiography of Eastern Galicia. Polish – German alienation of Jewish historiographic elite from real historical basis and masses. Exclusive domination of pro-German and pro-Polish Haskalah Jewish historians and creation of “virtual history”.

· Role of Ukrainian cultural surrounding and countryside traditions in the beginnings of Hasidism in the Ukrainian heartlands. Hasidic “Ukrainian traditionalism”. Historical meaning of this co-relation.
· Non-statehood problem in Jewish and Ukrainian nationalisms. Common process of “irelandisation” (russification / polonisation) in both groups and role of this factor in Jewish Ukrainian close co-existence. Concept of non-complete nation and social class and substratal Jewish Ukrainian national exchange.
· The impact of antislavism and decades of Soviet isolation on modern Western historiography of East European Ukrainian Jewish history. 

· Ukrainian Jewish relations: Antisemitism and Ukrainophobia and their impacts on Jewish and Ukrainian historiographies and literatures. Image of a Jew in Ukrainian literature.

· Six decades of lasting post-Holocaust: tragedy of Jewish historical heritage in Ukraine (i.e. Eastern Galicia, Bukovina, Volhynia and South Russia). Modern Jewish and Ukrainian neglect and its grounding. “Virtual history” and “Reality oblivion”. 

· Forgotten Holocaust: different non-Auschwitz dimension of Holocaust on Ukrainian lands and its gigantic scale. Concept of “Western Holocaust”. Importance of historiographic reconsideration.

· Naming taboos: geographical obscurities and mystification of Jewish history in Ukraine. Geographical separation from history and its virtualisation. Importance of territorial connection to present realities. Conceiving Jewish past through Ukrainian toponomy and geographical lexicology. Imperial quasi-mythical and real topography.

· Understanding of Jewish past through Ukraine prism. Place of Ukraine (East Galicia, Bukovina, Podolia, Volhynia, South Russia) at a number of central issues of Jewish history and historiographic weakness of serious study of Jewish history without taking Ukraine seriously.

